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IDEAL FAGES OF
THE LORD GHRIST

The Conceptions the World’s
Great Artists Have Had of
the Divine Face.

About the appearance of no other per-
son in history is there se much conjec-
ture and doubl. VeThou art the maost
beautiful among ‘men.”
Prophet Jostal of Christ

#he oldest porirait known to exlst, if
It is a porirait, 9s up to this day in &
the Catacomb’ San Protestanto,
on_the Vii Appia, Rome. It is a fresco,
painted on the wall, dating  from the
i half of the second cenlury, and rep-
resents the. Biblical story of Christ and
ihie Jewlish woms who, by touching his
garment, was healed of an affectlon of
the blopd. Christ is pietured n the drees
of a Itoman youth, Jwith short hair and

vault of

toga,

Some years ago a mathle head was un-
carthed In Athens, which Is supposed to
Le oopart of o tue of Christ, The type
iz not Greeck. The eyves are ralsed to
Meaven, and the face Is dlgnified and full
of dev al fecling.

The €h ian artistz of the third cen-
tiry ereated a type of the Savieur less
vouthful and more serious than those J7
the perind preccding thelrs,

The holo s first noticed, surrounding
he head of Christ, in a painting‘in the

¢ombs, dating from th jxth cons

It 15, however, not tan in-

vention, but an atiribute ;oon-

coded Lo the gods and the £m-
PETOTE.

About the same time artis 1 to

further adorn pictures of Christ by holy
symbols and land apes af lhe couniry
in which He lved and
often dind the Saviour

the good shepherd carrving a lamd
his shoulder while others surround

Tha fish symbal was 1 L uscd by
artists of the Middle
The aldest bheardless type of Christ we
find revived in o Bible of the time of
Charlemagne, dating, probably, from the
end of the eighth ecniury, It do un
seem to have pleased the Ohris
ever, and {he artis of the 2
again aceepted the Dber
idral representation,
follow a stipulated lkenes=. AN repre-
sent the face of Christ as thot o1 an
earnest man, with long  semi-siraight

did not

hair surrounding ihe face, with a1 mus-
tache and chin beard. The lips are charp-
Iy cut, the eyes wille open.  Alont that
time an alleged “truc deseription™ of the
face and figure of the Saviour became
generally known. It was sald io have

a Roman atlicer or Gover-
m named Lentulus, 1i-
1T,

heen written by
nor of Jeru
Iate’s predec

Teniulus wr 1 *"Christ ‘as
forelead, on which never o cl
a face withont wriniles or spo
tified by a suspicion of rod. Tlis n i
moully are correctly and noldy o 1.
the beard Is of good growth, short and
dividesd at the chin,

*1t has the eolor of
gloggy. The hair is
and falls down on his s
fashion in Nazareth.

an open
settled,

Thalr, dark and
did in the middie
15 the
ves are ol
autlful.””

bluish-gray color, clear :

Thiz «descripiion fitted the fype already
generally aceented,  Iis menuineness s
doubted, however. Nevertheless, It :
pears to have Inspired Adlbrecht Duerer
In his celebrated drawing known as the

“Cloth of St. Veronlea.™

The Greek Chureh did not permit ariists
as much license in selecting vy
it permit them to pleture Chrisl ather
than in his Godllke majesty and «d
A very interesting picture is that
Mosque Wahrelje Dschami in Con
nople, which was formerly a  Cat
Churech belonging to the Convent 4 ri.
Tt s a mosale. The Turk sitting at the
feet of «<hrist iz  supposed 1o be the
founder of mosi

While the = 5 of the Middle Ages,
generalh speaking, Iaid, perhaps, oo
much % In their pleiorial re
tions on Christ's qualities as ru
universe, the painters of the Ren
parlod represent him as the ideal of love
and devotlon., The Christ pifiures of
Leonardo «ia Vinel and Raphael pieture
Christ as the Ideal man,

Artisis of to-«inay who attempt 2o
paint the Saviour are <clever in resource.
Fearing to attempt the Didvine Face, they
coneceal it without appearing 10 In
one of the recent paintings= the

falls
full upon the face of the Saviour with
sich brifltaney that the outline alone is
wvislble. In the foreground are the apos-
tles.

Not only do artists object to painting
the face of the Baviour because of its
unecrtainty in <olor and sivle. but be-
canse they fear to poriray @ivinily, Thoe
least look of worldliness, Ahe smallest
trace of self-consclousness, or of any
other distinetively worldly aitribute, and
it would not be the Christ.

With such difficulties as these the artists
who paint Christ have to deal.

Thus wrote the
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A rerquest for an

“opinion of Kaster™
.reminds me of samething 1T
‘Thillips Lrools v I had nuoted
respoct (e oF:
1) the 1

once heard
with

JUTE EASTER SERMONS BY 1%

E, FAHOUS PEGPLE.
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AT TRIS SEASON
THERE IS LIFE,

By Edward Everett Hale.
OO0000 :

Life, and Lhe enlargement of life, make
the Easter

CCoCoCOCCCCOCo

tite blessing of Euster and
season. At any moement when preachers,
poets, or ather volees of the church dwell
simply upon immaortality, as if that were
the only lesson of Jaster, they depre-

O0000000CO0CCO00000000000
NOW IS THE TIHE

T0 SEEK GOD.

By Ballington Booth. g

8OOOOC}'C)OOOOOO<'.)OL'ZPOOC‘QG'OQOO8

'he death of Christ vindicated th2 brok-
®n law af God, and in doing so revealed
{he awful nature of sin. By it God was
to the

enabled, without being  untrue
principles of eternal righteousn
mive the sins of all who are not
to-repent of the same and to accept by
faith a personul Interest in the deaih of

Tt

RS
1! }B‘

APIILE JARYIS AT THE TOMB, BY SMANGT

SNDIG,

if to
hixail

drew hin
gave Lo I

and reproaches
consceration. Tt is
i argument Tor Christlanity.

comioris
doubt an
an unansw

m of the Christian year.

It iz the b

elata the meanring of this great festlval.

d that the word
James’ versian of
spzak of

for the

mpr
e 13fe—life unmeasur
his ecome “thit men

+oand th might
v it more abundag As the sea-

unider the love of God,
as 1he memaories of the Saviour's resurrec-
tion come back to us, weare to remember
that zave new life to the workd, nat
“Imply In showing to men that their
versonal lives are eontinued bevond the
but in quickening 1fe in all its

son 15 renewed

mns. Indec the whole world was

L de the world shake off

its burial eloth break open i lombs,
and sinrt to a life that is alive, 1f we

had no New Testament the history of thae
world at large is enough to show that,
nineteen centuries ago, a world which
had been dead began to live.

is the power

1 al=zo give such pers

e poly lives. The resurrection de-
monstarted the divinity of C 's na-
LT and proved that the atonement
made had achfeved ihe viet: over

death, the penalty of sin, as well -as over
liself.

far as T know the ecelcbrations of
er, both- past azent, luive con-
4 and do consist £ nad
onies of little use” to  prof g
and still less te the ungodly

lzation of the trimmph
E ter, to me, iz the rising
=3 of life of some sinnzr by
vation both tor this world and
. Bearcely less bhe=putiful to me
i ce of some ehild of God

The best sym
nl our Lor

tion, and respeetabiiity, and his golng
out 1o live for God alone at all costs. In
these cases music Is =eldom lacking,
either of volee or heart. and the lovely
flawers of white lives follow as matters
of course.

THE FLOWERS
OF EASTER DAY

Nature Gives Them So Freely to
Spring That All May Wear
Them Now.

The bells of Easter ringing,

Call up the flower buds springing;

FPoets tune their thyming, -

To sound of Easter chiming.

The Easter hat is no more an adjunct
of Easter than the Easter flower which,
at this time of year, seems noi to blos-
gom in the ground but in the lapel of
matron and maid, and of man and boy-.

from the gorgeous Easter rose which
costs two dollars, to the more maodest
1ily @t @ guarter, Gown to the pinch of
vivlets at khree cents, there are Hlowers
for all and one Ieft over ‘for the littie
c¢ash girl who spends & penny for o
blpom. ;

Nothlng dresses up an ‘Easter suit like
a bunch of violets in the button hole,
and this fact with pthers makes violets
of all the Easter flowers tha most
spught for as a personal decoration.

#or ithe house, the church and the
window, the Easter Hly helds preced-
ence.

Easter without flowers would be like
the play of “Hamlat'™ not only witiv the
part of ‘the melancholy Dane left out
but with Ophelia also eliminated from
the cast.

In Japan each blossom has 2 festival
of it= own, but the most prograsslve ni-
ton on the globe has leisure for only
one carnival of flowers a year, and
Haster 1s a fitting time for its celebra-

tion,: the name of the day belng merely,
a corruption of that of Eosture, in the

rude Anslo-Saxon mythology ithe goud-
dess of spring. &

A festlval of flowers It truly Is, even
in the eoity, where the shrine of Flora is
-santed by o hop in the businesa
iet and the deity herself Is propi-
1 =olely by offerings from Tnele

m's mint. Perhaps, indeed, llke many
other traditional celebrations, this one
thrives best in the metropolis whera
Sirephon meed mot risk a enld by gather-
ing flowers himeelf for Phyliis, and moay
by the varlety of his offerings convey o
ihint o= to n only his sentmental], but
financiul stabiiity.

Easter the eity Is gar, indeed, with
ers; ft [s the season when even the
mest artistlc of flo contrives a4 now
combination of colors for his show win-
Wow: when the biz slepartment stores
Lecome  temporary  greenhouses;  and
mhen akien . windows, hitherto devoted
to the display of the fruit or the lEitera-
ture of commeree, are invaded by oan
army of violets, roses, and lilles

‘Then, too, single voorways In the
buziness thoroughfares are eonvertod
inte flourishing tiower stands and arld
curbstones put forth an affluence of
ming pots and baskets, v
wagons erstwhile dedleated to the
ing of oranges or flsh waft «
odors gn  their “way, and the
thereof add a melandholy crescendo of
“Ira-esh flowers’” to their repertolre.
Then likewise does Beauty adorn horself
with all the blooms/ which her own purse
or those of her adorers can provide,
1t seaszon, loo, It s a poor
T L er druped in costly lace or
ehudedd by t washed dimdty, whivh gives
no hint of potted or cut flowers; and the
woman ls unfortunate ipdesl whose of-
tire disolavs no single blossom. Then
even last vear's Jacket gn : i helnted
ntiness with a knot of :

. while for the new
zles the beholler with
of His clustér of American

e voung man's fancy likewise
turns to 0 more enormaus boi 1
uny one save a glass of fashion dare

e in, while the older one adds a
n and a shame-faced smile to his
ingz. Ialf forgotten Inwvalids ¢
brought to mind just now and showe
with blrssoms, ‘and old friends who 1
sguile too far away to visit,
are remimbered through the forist with
a bunch of roses and a card.

The churches, too, after thelr Io
rlod of Lenten gloom, are decor
palms and serried ranks of bio
that the parting of their doors sem
the street a perfuma of heaven's
sweetness, and all things tell of joy
the resurrection.

At a time like this who can help bt
smile? Why, =ven Phyrilis sgon forgets
to mucker up her brows because Strephon
with 2 maw's blindness has sent her a
corsaze In which the colors are al va-
rinnce -with these of her little Easter
gown: Daphne, too, ere long dispels her

own
and

_prief that Narelssus has forgatien to send
‘mer any at all and smilingly accepts the

timely offsring of old Moneybags.

And how many stop to wonder when
all the Bowers so lavishly dispiayed firsg
see the light?

Each of the large growers has his own
speclalty In which he yields the palm to
none, yet eacn one pays due attention
to all the popular flowers as well as the
trinity of the poets, the rose, the ly,
and the violet.
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